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NUMBER Il. 


Y HE public has, doubtleſs, ſuffered very 
| much from my long ſilence, ſince the pu- 
: blication of the firſt number of this paper. 
To relieve them from their anxiety, I come now 
forth, aſſuring them that 1 am till alive, and that, 
during this long interval, I have not ceafed, though . + 
in a Eferent capacity, to promote the good end I | 
propoſed on my firſt ſetting out. Leſt any reader 
ſhould not be able to call to mind the ſubject · matter 
of my firſt number, I am, as the title itſelf may parr- | 
ly inform him; a champion for the flouriſhing and 
proſperous cauſe of moderation in the church, | 
Such, it muſt be owned, is the thriving and vigp- 
rous ſtate of that great intereſt at preſent, that it doth 
not appear to ſtand in much need of the aſſiſtance or 
ſupport of a periodical writer, or indeed any writer at 
all. This, perhaps, was the reaſon why our friends 
ſhowed ſo little ſenſe of gratitude to my brother the 
author of the Ecclefiaſtical Characteriſtics, who thought 
fit co draw his pen in their defence. I am however 
rather inclined to think, that the gentleman failed in | 
the execution of his deſign. He is plainly of a cold 
ſyſtematic turn, laying down a regular and uniform. 
lan; which way of writing is at preſent quite diſre - 
liſhed, both in the world and in the church. His 
miſcarriage therefore is little or no diſcouragement to 
me, who intend to uſe the ſhorter and more palatable 
method of eſſay-writing and miſcellany. This the © | 
Noble Earl of Shofte/bury, juſtly celebrates, under te 
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character of learned ragout and medley, He was the 


firſt who brought ſuch treatiſes into reputation among 
men of taſte; and ſhewed how the order, ſtrength, 


and elegance of the ancients, might be concealed un- 


der the caſe, irregularity, and apparent confuſion of 
the modern form. He hath been my delight and pat- 
tern from my youth, not without ſome tolerable pro- 
fit. And in entering upon the preſent attempt, that 
my periods may run with the fame ſlipſhod nimble- 
neſs of ſtyle, for which his Lordſhip was ſo eminent, 
J hope the reader will believe J have uſed every form 
of invocation. 

Another reaſon may be given for the miſcarriage of 
the author above named, vg. a wrong choice of his 


ſubject. There are but three diftint ends which a 


writer in ſupport of any party can be ſuppoſed to have 
in view, The firſt is, to anſwer the objections, and 
refute the calumnies, of enemies ; the ſecond, to 
point out the paths of turther improvement ; and the 
third, to celebrate the characters of thoſe eminent per- 
ſons who are chiefly employed in leading and con- 
ducting it. The firſt of theſe the author of the Cha- 
racterijtics ſeems chiefly to have had in his eye; and 
therein he diſcovered the weakneſs of his judgment. 
Nothing can be more fooliſh in a party-writer, than 
to buſy hjmſelf in anſwering objections. It is always 
a confeſſion, and to many an information, that ſuch 
objections are or may be made: and as the world hath 
a far greater tendency to believe ill thau well of 
others, ſo it requires both longer time, and a ſtronger 
comprehenſion, to underſtand the anſwer to an objec- 
tion, than to perceive the force of the objection itſelf. 
A deep wound may be given in a moment; but it 
takes a long time, as well as the application of reme- 
dies, effectually to cure it; and ſometimes it is impol- 
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ſible wholly to RE the . The fame thing 
uſes alſo often to bring to my mind the throwing of dirt 
upon a well · dreſſed lady, which, after you have wiped 
of with ever ſo great care, is {till apt to leave ſome 
ſtai 5 


Wir" _ 

For theſe reaſons, I deſpiſe the work of anſwering 
objections. And there is the leſs occaſion for it in our 
caſe, becauſe we are not now ſtriving for power, but 
uſing it. We are poſſeſſed of abſolute and ſupreme 
command ; and if at any time a remaining enemy do 
preſume to throw out a reflection againſt us, ſecure of 
dominion, we glory in our ſtrength, and mock the 


_ ineffeftual dart. As ſimilitudes ſeem to flow upon me 


at preſent in great plenty, I muſt give them vent ; 
aſſuring the reader, that, as all compariſons ought to 
do, they preſent themſelves ariſing naturally out of 
the ſubject, and ate not induſtriouſly hunted for by 
me, and forced into the ſervice. Once more then, 
we reſemble a traveller, who may be ſometimes an- 
noyed with the yelping of a cur at his horſe's. heels 


upon the road. It would be both below his dignity, 


and would but more provoke the animal, to ſpeak to 
him, or command him away; and therefore he obght : 
wholly to deſpiſe the impotent and feeble fury, un- 
leſs the creature be ſo incautious as to come within his 
reach, and then he may take ſignal and heroic ven- 
2 and give him a mortal blow in return for his 
arking. | 5 

Leaving then this vindicating and objection - anſwer- 

ing method, as unprofitable or hurtful, it is upon the 


ſecond and third views of a party writer that my pre- 


ſent and following papers are to turn, viz. pointing 
out the meaſures proper to be followed, and celebra- 
ting the characters of thoſe who lead the way, With 
this deſign, my firſt number endeayoured to direct the 
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4 | 
citizens of the capital of this church and nation in the 
choice of three paſtors to ſupply ſo many vacant char- 
ges In that inſtance the victory was not complete; 
yet my attempt was not wholly ineffectual, if the 
world and my friends have not flattered me. I intend- 
ed alſo to have given directions in the laſt election, 
and was moved by ſeveral perſons fo to do; but came 
too late by the precipitate conduct of the managers of 
that affair. However, there are a few things for the 
public emolument, which I ſhall now humbly pro- 
poſe. Some of them, indeed, a penetrating eye may 
ealily, from the preſent tendency and courſe of 
things, diſcern to * future. Such may lightly e- 


ſteem my Pn as being little elſe than what will 


naturally happen in a ſhort time: but, beſides that L 
ſhall add ſome things not quite ſo obvious, even theſe 
future bleſſings are of ſuch value, that I ſhall reckon 
my pains well beſtowed, if I contribute in any mea- 
fure to accelerate their approach. | 

1/t, Let it be obſerved. that there is a great penury 
of m s at preſent in this e h fit Er che 
M 's chair. This is evident from the two laſt 
elections. In the firſt of them, a public teacher * 
was choſen, a creature equivocally generated between 
a C n and layman, like a mule, who is neither 


horſe nor aſs. In the other, a well-known perſon 
was choſen for the ſecond or third time, who is now 


in the decline of life and character, and, being a great 
lover of pre-eminence, is put to very hard ſhifts to 
preſerve it. Having long ſerved the great with the 
moſt aſſiduous and {laviſh ſubjection, he is at laſt re- 
duced to the ſtill more ignoble ſervitude, of flattering 
and cajoling beardleſs boys, that he may be ſuffered 


do go before them. 


* This is the phraſe which that gentleman always uſes in- 
2. 
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It is therefore propoſed, that the ancient cuſtom - 


which prevailed in Mr George Buchanan's time, be 
revived, of chuſing a layman. The benefits that 
may ariſe from this alteration, will occur to every 
reader ; and therefore I wholly paſs them, and hum- 
bly recommend to the choice of the enſuing a y. 
Sopho, whole learning, piety, and other qualifica- 
tions, are evident from his writings, and his ſtation. 
This honour would ſerve to wipe off ſome unjuſt 
aſperſions which have been thrown upon him in for- 
mer aſſemblies, For my part, I heartily a a of 


him, both as a man and as a writer ; and fi 


in the ſtyle, which was probably owing to ſome diſ- 
order in his nervous ſyſtem. 

D—— H——, Eq; might alſo be on the leet, 
becauſe, like Buchanan, he has been a governor to 
young gentlemen, and is a great admirer of K. James, 
who was Buchanan's pupil, Like him too, he is an 
hiſtorian ; at leaſt it is ſaid he has written, and is wri- 
ting a . av I wiſh Sopho may carry 
the chair, uſe Mr H ſeems to have ſome- 
thing of a.party-man about him; whereas Sopho's ca - 
tholic principles about the deluſory nature of con- 
ſcience, in which he is really of no body's, and, by 
conſequence, in the centre of every — ini 
muſt incline him to hear all ſides with the utmoſt im- 
partiality. 

2dly, It is propoſed, that the Edinburgh bookſel- 
lers concerned in Mr Hs hiſtory ſhould preſent 
a petition to the committee of bills, bearing, That 
« whereas Mr D H. hath, with incredible 
40 er and patience, written a hiſtory, wherein great 
* honour is — to the church of Scotland, by ſhew- 


ing, that ſhe excels all other churches in the Parity 


A 3 


no fault. 
in his eſſays, except a ſtarting and convulſive motion 


y's opinion, 


n 1 
*« of her worſhip and diſcipline ; and this repreſenta. 
« tion — evidently given by the author, not from 


*« any prejudice in favour of the church of S/tland, 
te but from an inadvertent regard, for once, to truth, 
fe it muſt therefore make a deeper impreſſion upon the 
minds of Mr J 's admirers in and about Edin- 
« burgh, and diſpoſe them, as ſoon as they ſhall be- 
*« come ſerious, and ſettled in any principles at all, to 
join in communion with the church of Scotland: 
«« yet ſo it is, that the book does not fell, except a - 
5 mong theſe ſame admirers of his at Edinburgb; and 
your petitioners, through the corrupt taſte of the 
age, are like to Joſe L. 400 Szerling;” therefore 
praying © to be indemnified to that extent out of his 
*« Majeſty's bounty of L. 1000, or that the whole 
impreſſion be bought up by the ſociety for propa- 
*« gating Chriſtian knowledge, to be diſperſed in the 
„ highlands and iſlands, wk:re it may be very uſeful 
« in preventing the growth of Popery, and, by the 
fine ſtyle in which it is written, ſerve to introduce 
* the Enzliſh language.“ 

34ly, That, as the world has been long plagued and 
tired with endleſs repetitions in ſermons upon religious 
ſubjects, which have alſo a woful tendency to keep a- 
live enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition ; therefore ev 
m r in Scotland, for a year to come, ſhall preach 
on the different branches of trade and manufacture, 
(in towns), and of agriculture, (in landward pariſhes), 
This would relieve men from the gloom of devotion 
mentioned by Mr H—— in his hiſtory, and would agree 
better with the Sco/ch taſte than pictures or proceſſions. 
It would certainly make the congregations of ſome de- 
ſerted paſtors thronger than before, and prevent peo- 
ple from ſleeping when they do attend; as the young 
gentlemen might poſſibly underſtand n, 
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theſe ſubjects, and mY alſo probably 2 with a 
little more force and energy than they uſually do. Ir 
would likewiſe draw the eountry-gentlemen to church, 
who have ſo long utterly deſerted it; and would be a 


mean of good correſpondence between the m 


and his heritors, whom he muſt conſult upon the ap- 
plicatory part of every ſermon, leſt he miſlead their 


tenants. For the ſame reaſon, no diſcourſe on agricul- 


ture to be preached at Yents, becauſe of the difference 
of ſoil in the many different pariſhes from which the 
people are aſſembled. So that tent-fermons muſt ei- 
ther be wholly laid aſide ; or the young preachers, and 
others, mult keep in general terms, and recommend a- 
128 as they uſed to recommend, formerly ho- 
ineſs, and now virtue, without any particular direo - 
tions. 
4ibly, The Edinburgh ſociety may be deſired to 
give a premium of five or ten pounds, for the belt ſer- 
mon on each of the above ſubjects. This will be a way 
of augmenting ſtipends, to which I cannot think of a- 
ny reaſonable objection. The landed intereſt furely 
could not in honour oppoſe it. On the contrary, it 
might be expected, that they would voluntarily aug- 
ment every miniſter's ſtipend, in proportion as his ſer- 


mons ſhould enable them to augment the rent of their | 


lands. 

Since the gentlemen of that laudable and uſeful fo- 
ciety have publicly ſolicited correſpondents to ſuggeſt 
any amendments or alterations that occur to them u 
on the ſcheme, I venture further to obſerve, that the 
Werz for the beſt diſcovery in the ſciences, which 

as not been given to any body, ought to have been 
given to H——, Eſq; for his diſcovery in the 
ſcience of morals, that health, tleanline/s, taper legs, 
and broad ſhoulders, are capital virtues; and a T_—_ 
ore 
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fore an unpardonable LW. This I take to be the 
molt extraordinary diſcovery of its kind that hath been 
made in this century. And if the gentleman's mode- 
ſty prevented his applying to the ſociety, ſince the 
thing is well known, he ought not to ſuffer on that ac- 
count. Some notice ought alſo to be taken of him 
for a diſcovery in the art of writing for conviction, 
which he hath praiſed with ſo much ſucceſs, viz. to 
be ſceptical and uncertain upon every point in which the 
world is generally agreed, and poſitive and peremptory 
in ſuch things as never entered into any head but his 
own. 

Leaving theſe propoſals to the conſideration of the 
perſons ſeverally intereſted in them, proceed we now 
to gratify the expectation of the public, by paying the 
tribute of praiſe to the illuſtrious tragedy of Douglas, 
lately repreſented upon our own proper theatre, and 


the author of which is known to be a gentleman, and 


public teacher, of our own proper country. Fame is, 
by the concurrent teſtimony of all ages, the reward due 
to poets ; and without it they are leſs able to ſubſiſt in 
their character of poets, than they can continue their 
natural life without bread. I will not therefore be ſo 
barbarous or unjuſt, as to refuſe the fair and equal 
claim; but ſhall do my beſt; acknowledging, at the 
fame time, thai it is far below his merit ; — promi - 


ſing, that if, at any time hereafter, I ſhall find m 


lungs more vigorous, and fitter for the purpoſe, I will 


Jet the trumpet again to my mouth, and give him till 
a louder blaſt, 

And here, IT am ſenſible, it is not proper to enter 
upon the particular beauties of this matchleſs compoſi- 
tion, which is not yet publiſhed, leſt the world ſhould 
arraign it as partial praiſe, coming from an intimate 
friend, perhaps one of that ſmall and ſelect * 

of | who 
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'who were admitted bend * ſcenes. Waiting then 
till the publication, before we praiſe the ſtructure of 
the piece, what I now commend is, the attempt in ge- 
neral, ſo yery uncommon and bold, of introducing 
upon the ſtage, a play written by a miniſter of the go- 
ſpel, and attended by a ſelect band of the ſame ancient 
order. What a mortal blow to every enemy of mode- 
ration? Mark! how the furious bigot ſtands aſtoniſh- 
ed, his rage repreſſed with wonder! And fee! the 
gloomy enthuſiaſt flies with terror to his cell, upon the 
exhibition of this new and extraordinary character upon 
the larger ſtage of the world! How will theſe mo- 
ping and narrow-minded judges, who lately found the 
{tage contrary to law, and vainly dreamed it hurtful to 
the people, now hide their heads for ſhame, when 
they hear this potent advocate riſe up and plead the in- 
jured cauſe, and ſee hoary ſenators and pious clergy 
crouding to the theatre? How ſhall the light of the 
clergy now ſhine with redoubled luſtre, when they 
ſhall be no more overgrown with the ruſt of ſingulari- 
ty and reſtraint, but poliſhed by collifion with the 
world, and ſtamped with the very form of virtue, by 
attending the inſtructive ſtage? And how happily 
ſhall they give as well as receive improvement, when 
the mixture of ſenatorial robes, and ſacerdotal veſt- 
ments, with the gay clothing of theſe elegant aſſem- 
blies, ſhall add ſeverity to ſprightlineſs, and correct 
the levity of faſhion ? 

Animated by the inſpiring theme, I begin to feel 
the impulſe of prophetic fury. Methinks I fee a race 
of theatrical divines, following the footſteps of this 
adventrous bard, He having burſt the bars of the ſe - 
parating incloſure, and trampled under foot the mon- 
ſter of popular reſentment, which ſtood on guard, be- 


hold the emancipated clergy exulting in their liberty, 


and 


' to J 
and viewing, with raviſhed eyes, the ſcenes of plea · 


ure, for which they have now exchanged their ow 


melancholy cloiſters. O happy period of time, when 
virtue and freethinking, having put to flight every re- 
ligious adverſary, are now in poſſeſſion of the long 
conteſted field! O happy actors, and more happy ac- 
treſſes, who, inſtead of being ſnunned and contemned 
by all except the looſe and diſſolute, are now become 
the darlings of the clergy, who glory in their com- 
merce with your perſons, and induſtriouſly vindicate 

ur cauſe! | 

l beg the reader's pardon for this impetuoſity of ſtyle, 
into which I have been unwarily hurried by the fub- 
je& of my diſcourſe. 1 do indeed think, that the ge- 
nius of this tragic author hath the power of converting 
every thing that touches it into its own nature. It is 
known to be of infinite force and fire, diſdaining vul- 
gar bounds, and flying the beaten path, What rich 
variety of apt epithers, and living metaphor ? What 
bold and noble ſallies of imagination, ſpringing not 
only to the utmoſt verge of probability, but even 
rouching the very borders of extravagance? And, 
from what has juſt now happened to myſelf in the ce- 
lebration of his praiſe, it is plain, that if I had not 
ſuddenly drawn the reins, I ſhould have been borne, 
by ungoverned fancy, into a land of monſters, great. 
er than ever were bred on Mount Caucaſus, or by the 
green banks of the river Scamander. 

But now let me march with a little more compoſure 
and recollection, and remember, that I am not in a land 
of monſters, but in a land of players; and congratula- 
ting the world upon the happy effects of the tranſla- 
tion of our author, from the pulpit. to the ſtage, and 
the door now opened for the admiſſion of the clergy 
to that improving amuſement. "Theſe effects it is im- 

poſſible 
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ible for me to enumerate within the compaſs of 
this paper; and therefore, leaving the greateſt part of 
them as the ſubject of future animad verſion, let me on- 
ly obſerve, that D—— H Eſq; will have no 
more occaſicn to ſay, as he does in one part of his 
works, that the calling and office of a miniſter is an 
almoſt inſurmountable impediment to the practice of 
virtue. Among other reaſons which he gives for this 
aſſertion, is the following, That they are obliged to 
put on the appearance of more ſanctity and devotion 
than it is poſlible for any man to poſſeſs ; and this un- 
avoidable hypocriſy debauches the mind, and ruins 
their integrity. Now, though it may be difficult to 
determine what is the greateſt degree of ſanctity and 
devotion which a man may really poſſeſs ; and though 
I will allow with D. H——, who doubtleſs hath 
made the trial, that it is very ſmall ; yet it can never 
be affirmed, that our divines who attend the theatre 
have the appearance of more, becauſe they have not 
the appearance of any at all, 

] was indeed ſorry to find this remark in my friend 
D——4, which plainly ſhows, that the greateſt men 
have not always heir wits about them; for it furniſhes 
a handle to his enemies to renew their charge againſt 
him as a Papiſt, They will ſay, The man has betrayed 
himſelf : if he was not abroad in perſon when he 
wrote this, his thoughts muſt have been abroad in Ro- 
man-Catholic countries, preſenting to his imagination 
the auſterity of the ſeveral orders of regulars in that 
religion. As to Proteſtant clergy, or thoſe of his own 
country, he could not ſv much as form an idea of 
them, but by experience and feeling. Reaſen could 
not help him out, Now, who are the clergy with 
whom D—— V correſponds, and from whom 
he muſt form a judgment of the reſt ? Are they over - 

burdened 
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ür kened with. apparent Tanthry: 90 ' Their enemies! 
themſelves will not ſo much as pretend it. I hope, 
therefore, that in the next edition he will either wholly | 
leave out this . or at leaſt make an honourable 
exception in fayour of the moderate clergy of his own 
dear country, where all things are at Pane going on 
ſo very wondrous well. 
I ſhall conelude this paper with the following fly 
epigram of an anonymous author, and a paraphraſe 
upon it, | 


On a little name, which has webe three great vgs 
t ſupport the declining glory of Britain. 1756, 


An i impious j—e, a wicked ſceptic ſage, 
A ſtage-playing prielt ; O glorious NA and Act! 


What is the glory and honour of any ſtate or 
church? Is it not politeneſs in the one, and mildneſs 
and moderation'in the other ? Do not then theſe three 


gentlemen promote the glory of this church and na- 


tion > Ts it not our honour to tolerate the two firſt ? 
is it not both our honour and happineſs to have oY 


duced, nouriſhed, and to poſſeſs the laſt ? 


P. S. Leſt the interval between my ſecond ad 
third' paper ſhould be longer than I expect, J beg 
leave to prope, that, in the liſt of premiums by the 

ociety for the year 1757, beſides thoſe 
hinted above, may be the following. 

To the mr who leaves his pariſh oftoneſt FE) 


|. longeſt, with very ſhort intervals of reſidence, and, 
at the ſame time, has made his people ſo truly mode- 


rate, that they neither know, nor -inquire, nor care, 


whether he be at home or abroad, a ſum of weg We 
qual tO a ſuperviſor of exciſe's s trayelling- charges. 
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